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Resurrection Report 
August 2020 

rlcfw.org “To include others as God has included us.” 

To my brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
When we look at the world around us we must 
remember that there are littler gods that want to 
distract, immobilize, and control us.  One of the 
most prominent ways I see them working today is 
through the practice of irritated paralysis, which 
employs the following process.  You see there is 
no need to avoid issues when all that has to be 
done is to hyper focus attention on one portion of 
the issue, which can then be broken down into 
two polarized positions, which in turn become 
rallying points for moral, social, economic, and 
political posturing.   
 
Once that is done the issue is no longer about the 
issue but rather a game of power for power’s sake.  
It becomes about tribes defined by differences 
that breed distrust instead of opportunities to 
learn.  It becomes about winning instead of  
collaboration.  It becomes about being right  
instead of actually enacting change.  And to make 
sure that the change never happens, these gods 
enlist the tools of fear and hate and support them 
with guilt and shame.  We cannot move because 
we are made to believe that we are pushing back 
against an evil that is threatening to swallow us 
whole.  We cannot move because the other is the 
enemy whose ideas threaten our very existence. 
Irritated, not by what we’ve learned to call the  
enemy, but by the very sources we trust to feed 
us, we become as conditioned as Pavlov’s dogs.  
We willingly make ourselves blind, deaf, mute, 
numb, and so we gnash our teeth and weep at the 
sound of loaded terms.  Name an issue and I will 
point to an example of little gods manipulating 
with irritated paralysis. 
 
We, as the church, have no allegiance to any of 
these gods or the positions they use to keep us.  
We, as the church, do have a duty to pay attention 
to what actually matters and to focus on what 
God’s Kingdom demands of its citizens.  We are 
free to risk losing because we know who has won 
the race.  We are free to risk our pride because 

what we take pride in does not 
belong to us.  We are free to 
risk being hurt because the 
love of God cannot be kept 
even by the tomb.  We are free 
to see the other as neighbor 
and as sibling because the  
only true enemy is the very 
one who seeds division and 
feeds off of fear and hate.  We 
are free to openly confess that 
we have sinned, that we have 
benefited from sin, that we have 
been silent in the face of sin, because we have 
been freely given what is larger and truer than all 
sin combined. 
 
We are disciples of Jesus.  We are servants of our 
Lord.  We are vessels of the Holy Spirit.  We are 
fellow heirs of the Kingdom.  We are Children of 
God.  We are above the games of power for  
power’s sake.  We are better than winning. We are 
more than being right.  So we are those who dare 
to pick up the issue itself not out of fear or hate or 
guilt or shame.  We are those who pick up the  
issue because we have a responsibility to the 
blessings and promises we have received, to trust 
them to bless and fulfill.  We are those who pick 
up the issue because we see an opportunity for 
the Kingdom of God to come with power, to see 
the Holy Spirit working new things into being, to 
witness the life giving and eternally liberating 
work of our Lord Jesus who is the Christ.  We 
dare to collaborate.  We dare to learn and grow.  
We dare to be changed. 
 
So, I challenge you to look beyond the talking 
points and step beyond the lines in the sand.  I 
challenge you to denounce the labels and tribes 
these gods and their narratives try to assign us to, 
especially the ones we cherish.  I challenge you to 
consider what actually lies at the heart of what 
the issue points to.  And I challenge you to give 
yourself to do the thing, say the thing, and hold to 
 

Rev. William H. Smith 
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 the thing that best addresses it.  I challenge 
you to consider what creates the greatest  
opportunity for collaboration, and sacrifice 
the need to be right or to win on that altar.  
We are about the business of creating space 
for the Holy Spirit to show up, for Jesus to act, 
and for God to create.  We strive to bear the 
fruits of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control.  We are those who are to be known by 
our love.  This is what we do.  This is who we 
are. 
 
The Lord be with you. 
 
Pastor Smith 

Addressing Racism 
 
As the world argues back and forth about what our signs should say about which lives matter,  
exhibiting the ability of the world’s little gods to make issues into tools of control, we, the Church, 
will not carry their branding, or allow ourselves to be swallowed by their irritated paralysis.  No, in 
this time, we are those who see an opportunity worth seizing.  Here is an example of a place in time 
and humanity where the separation between creation and God is so thin.  We are awake, and we are 
a bit raw, because that is what happens when the callouses are rubbed down so that we can feel God’s 
Kingdom coming near in the here and now.  It is near, and it is not a threat to us.  It is only a threat 
to those powers that oppose God and those groups that benefit from them.  God’s Kingdom is near 
and for us it is the blessing of invitation to participate.  It is near and we participate by following the 
ancient calling to the way of reflection, repentance, renewal, and growth in self and community.   
 
This time does not demand fear or shame, unless, of course, these things are warranted and bring 
you to the feet of a God who offers new life.  It does, however, require all of us to trust God’s love and 
mercy enough to dare, and to trust God’s Kingdom enough to live out of hope.  And this is the very 
thing that the world with all of its little gods and all their noise want to keep you, the Church, away 
from. 
 
We have an opportunity to dare to examine the assumptions we operate out of.  To dare to explore 
what we are blind to and ignorant of all too often.  To dare to ask why of things that are accepted  
because that’s the way it’s always been.  We have an opportunity to live out of hope that God can take 
our little to give and make an abundance for others.  To live out of hope that God’s Kingdom will use 
any room we make for it in ourselves and our daily lives to change the world. 
 
This opportunity also does not require us to agree on details, priorities, or goals.  It does, however, 
require us to acknowledge the need, to respect the other, and to strive toward the difference that can 
be made from what is held in common. Which is, in the other hand, to deny the old ways of endless 
wrestling to defend the differences that divide us. 
 
Racism is an issue we need to address as a nation, but more than that, it is an issue we need to  
address as Christians.  Addressing issues such as racism requires us to do the hard thing, not for  
ourselves but for the generations that come after us.  It requires us to seek justice while denying the 
desire to vilify.  It requires pity over hatred.  It requires a willingness to seek out our own ignorance 
instead of pointing fingers.  It requires us to sacrifice, to listen, to learn, and to grow.  It does not  
require self-loathing or individual blame but it does require individual ownership of responsibility to 
dare good for the love God has for our neighbor.  It is a way that denies the way of blind  
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stiff-neckness as well as bleeding-heart breast beating. 
 
So, how do we do this?  I offer this.  Do you have a black, brown, yellow, or red friend?  When I 
spoke with the Racial Justice Team they agreed with me that it is not our friends’ job to teach us 
what we don’t know.  However, they shared, it is worthwhile to ask them what they would like you 
to know and learn more about.   
 
When I was speaking with a middle-aged white woman, she shared that she knows that she doesn’t 
know, that her experiences are limited.  She shared that she didn’t know what she was supposed to 
do.   But she wanted to understand.  She wanted to do something.  Of course, there are reforms to 
seek.  There are banners to wave.  There are marches to make.  There are speeches to give.  And for 
some of us, that is what God is calling and empowering us toward.  But for all of us there is one 
thing that holds true. 
 
We are responsible for educating ourselves.  This is not the same as informing ourselves, which can 
too often become about absorbing those things that affirm our current place of being and thinking.  
We own the responsibility to walk the way of reflection, repentance, renewal, and growth.  We dare.  
We hope.  And then, as a group, as Resurrection, we are faithful to the responsibility to accompany 
and facilitate as need and opportunity arises.   
 
For this purpose, I have explored, focused, and summarized the list of resources provided by the 
synod here.  Under “General Resources” I have included those sites that provide immediate sources 
for learning.  The link to the synod’s website for the actual list is included.  There you will find the 
complete list and live links to all the resources themselves.  There are articles, books, short videos, 
video series, and movies. 
 
I pray that you will take the time to challenge yourself, to dare and hope.   And I pray that this will 
prove to be a meaningful aid along the way.   
 
The Lord be with you. 
 
Pastor Smith 
    

 
Anti-Racism Resources for Congregations 

Compiled by the Indiana-Kentucky Synod, ELCA, Racial Justice Team, June 2020 
 
THE ORIGINAL LIST WITH ADDITIONAL RESOURCES AND LIVE LINKS IS  
AVAILABLE AT https://iksynod.org/2020/06/23/anti-racism-resources/ 
 
General Resources: 
 ELCA resources on racial justice  
 This resource from the national church provides study materials, reports, and social  
 statements.  These resources are longer reading but excellent.  The page, Racial Justice, 
 opens with the “Resource” tab of options opened.  To read church reports and social state
 ments, open the “Reports and Social Statements” tab.  As a note, select those options that are 
 “download” to open a pdf of the resource.  
•     Racial Equity Tools 
 On the home page click on the tab “Learn concepts. Find data, lists & tips” to explore a number of 

articles and tables. 
 Be the Bridge 
 On the home page click on “Get Started” to access a number of resources directed at  

starting the “process of understanding other cultures, as well as your own culture more clearly…” 
 
History: 
• FILM: “Reconstruction: America After the Civil War” 
 A PBS documentary with four one hour episodes. 
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• FILM: “Selma” 
can be accessed on most platforms such as Netflix and Prime Video. 

• FILM: “Freedom Summer” 
Can be viewed via most streaming platforms such as Netflix and YouTube. 

• VIDEO: Tulsa Race Massacre of 1921 
 A CNN video about this massacre 

• Massacres in U.S. History from the Zinn Education Project 
 Is a collection of resources concerning massacres in U.S. history including articles, videos, and com-

munity webpages. 
• Wilmington Race Riot of 1898 
 A one page article with additional links for further research. 
• Red Summer, Chicago 1919 
 A History Channel article on the racially charged events of 1919. 
• Rosewood Race Massacre of 1923 
 A History Channel article about this massacre. 
 
Incarceration and Policing: 
• BlackPast webpage: Race, Crime, And Incarceration In The United States 

This page offers links to a number of topical articles and additional resources. 
• The Conversation webpage: The racist roots of American policing 

This page offers links to a number of topical articles and additional resources.  
• FILM: “13th: From Slave to Criminal with One Amendment” 

Can be accessed on most streaming platforms, including Netflix.  
• FILM AND BOOK: “Just Mercy” Can be rented on Prime Video. 

 
Books for Adult Education and Discussion: 
Dear Church: A Love Letter from a Black Preacher to the Whitest Denomination in the U.S. by Lenny Duncan 

(2019).   Rev. Duncan is an ELCA pastor.  
Born a Crime: Stories from a South African Childhood. By Trevor Noah (2019). Trevor 
The Cross and the Lynching Tree. By James Cone.  
How to Be an Antiracist (2019) by Ibram X. Kendi.  
So You Want to Talk about Race by Ijeoma Oluo (2019).  
White Fragility: Why It’s So Hard for White People Talk About Racism by Robin DiAngelo 
Sundown Towns: A Hidden Dimension of American Racism by James Loewen (2018) 
Stamped from the Beginning: The Definitive History of Racist Ideas in America by Ibram X. Kendi (2017) 
White By Law: The Legal Construction of Race by Ian Haney Lopez (2006) 
Dialogues on: Race published by Augsburg  
 
Books for Children: 
Something Happened in Our Town: A Child’s Story About Racial Injustice by Marianne Celano, Ph.D. and 

Marietta Collins, Ph.D. (2018). 
Sulwe by Lupita Nyong’o (2019). 
Malcolm Little: The Boy Who Grew Up to be Malcolm X by Ilyasah Shabazz (2014). 
The Day You Begin by Jacqueline Woodson (2018). 
We’re Different, We’re the Same (Sesame Street Book) by Bobbi Kates (1992). 
Race Cars: A Children’s Book About White Privilege by Jenny Devenny (2016). 
All Are Welcome by Alexandra Penfold (2018). 
I Am Enough by Grace Byers (2018) 
Little Leaders: Bold Women in Black History by Vashti Harrison (2017) 
Little Legends: Exceptional Men in Black History by Vashti Harrison (2019) 
FILM: Selma Lord Selma (Disney Movie, available by DVD) 
FILM: Ruby Bridges (1998) (Disney Movie, available via Prime Video) 
 
Books for Teens: 
Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You by Jason Reynolds and Ibram X. Kendi (2020). Educator 
 
TED Talks: 
The Danger of a Single Story 
Talks to Help You Understand Racism in America 
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PRAYER CONCERNS 

If you would like to add someone on the prayer list, please include your name (in case we have  
questions), who is going on the list, what the issue is, and how many weeks you would like them 
on the prayer list.  This information is confidential and will only be used to help us with pastoral 
care and to maintain the list.  You can call the office at 637-5900 or send an email to  
office@rlcfw.org.   

 

PLEASE NOTE:  The prayer list will be reset on August 17th.  If you would like names you have  

submi(ed to remain on this list, please let the office know.   Email:  office@rlcfw.org  or call 637-5900 

NON-CASSEROLE ILLNESS 
SUPPORT GROUP 

 
The first mee
ng will take place Monday, 

September 21,2020 at 7 pm.  This will be 

our “Intro” mee
ng.   Anyone who has a 

mental illness or who lives with someone 

with mental illness is welcome to join in.  

We will discuss the way this group moves 

forward.   

Please contact me if you have any 

ques
ons.  glenniemonroe@yahoo.com 

260-615-0323 

Den Marsh 
Joan Misterka 
Josh Deemer 

Diann Williams 
Hannah 
Jim & Mary Pa4y 
Marilyn & Richard Parker 
Kathy Wildermuth 
Bob Moser 

Cathy Kiefer 
Taylor Relue 
Jan & Don Johnson 
Denny Lake 
Joy & Pat Poinse4 

Sally Bre4 
Sue Dame 
Jeff 
McKenna Knip 
Sco;e, David, & Brenda 
Kathy King 

Ren Frank 
Ericka & Thomas Humbert 
Sue Kapp 
Charles Brummet 
Gus & Janet Johnson 

Mary Claire Ha? 
Ron NiFong 
Greg Purzol 

Ted Szczepanski 
Suzy Johnson 
Ed Schroeder 
Margaret Ha? 
Mary Ahr 
Hunter Johnston 

Elaine Neumann 
Ron Knepper 
Sammy Shuck 
Sam & Marie  
Zachary Fi4ro 

Connie Mi4ler 
Joyce Svoboda 
Vance Kyle 
Wayne Chelius 
Jack Eing  
Ka
e Lawton 

Lydia Jenkins 
Craig Steffen 
Nancy & Joe Mendez 
Jessie Kidd 
Tim Humbert 

Eddie Carnahan 
Othal Carnahan 
John Wagner 

Nancy Kill 
Darrell Jones 
Holly DeSilva 
 
Military Service: 

Ma4hew Gephart 

Drew Christoffersen 
Popovich Family 
Hannah Johnson 
Jack Kidd 
Ian Taylor 

Dakota Francis 
 
Homebound: 
Sarajane & Vicki Hill 
Cheryl & Bob Goble 
Virginia Jonak 

Norma Greener 
Dick Jump 

Just Neighbors Interfaith 

Homeless Network 

(JNIHN) serves homeless families 

in Fort Wayne by providing shelter, 

meals, and compassionate,  

comprehensive professional support. 

Resurrec
on assists this program by providing dinners for 

the families residing there for 2 weeks per year.  Our next 

scheduled week will be in September.  Further informa
on 

for assis
ng with meals will be provided in the RLC e-News 

or contact Sherry Avery at 260-580-2214. 

Family of Mark Knepper 
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August 2020           

 We are working on ideas and possibili
es for virtual and/or in-person gatherings 

for our Children and Adult Sunday School Classes, Youth Ac
vi
es, Confirma
on 

Classes and Small Groups.  As the calendar gets closer to September, please take 

note of eNews and Announcements for opportuni
es to par
cipate.  

For now, there will be no Acolyte Training on August 30. 

Remember -  The online version of our VBS is STILL available if you’d like access to family ac
vi
es, 

games, cra?s, snack ideas, Pastor Will's lessons on the Lord's Prayer, or stories told by Miss Kay. There 

are also lots of pictures of our VBS families! Just follow the link! h4ps://padlet.com/ced16/

x7buu5rytzmrx6mg 

  

There will be a VIRTUAL BLESSING OF THE SCHOOL YEAR  during Worship service on August 

2!  Students, Parents, and Teachers - including Home Schoolers - Be sure to have your school 

supplies, backpacks, iPads and Tablets and book bags ready to be BLESSED for a fresh start 

to begin the challenges of the school year!  There will be a special prayer led by Pastor Will 

to help you remember that Jesus (the source of all truth) is always beside you! 

 

 

 

Enjoy the rest of your summer!    

Kay Humbert,  ced@rlcfw.org          
                                                                                                  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AT RLC 

Lunch Bunch,  Euchre Group, and  Dinner with Friends+   

are not mee
ng in August 

Jazzercise at RLC  

Jazzercise has gone virtual!  Now is the 
me to try out  
Jazzercise in the privacy of your home!  The RLC class is 
mee
ng online on Wednesdays at 6:15P.  The cost for the 
mee
ng is the same, but now includes access to the  
Auburn online classes as well! 

Cost is $5 per class for RLC  Members who would like to try 
a class & $7 per class therea?er.  The monthly cost  
remains $25 per month or a 10 class pass for $50 may be 
purchased.   Join any
me!  Ques
ons?  Contact Robin at  
260-570-3385 

Resurrection Connection 

Book Club     
August 5, 2020  at    

7:00 PM 

We will be mee�ng at CHURCH!   

RSVP to Karen Cook at 260-579-3538 or  

kcook2259@msn.com  

The book is The Tatooist of Auschwitz by 

Heather Morris 
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Blessing of the School Year 

We will have a blessing of the school 

year during our August 2nd worship 

service.  Please join with us in praying 

for our students, parents, educators, 

and staff as they get ready to start this 

challenging school year.  

August  

Birthdays  
August  
 Wedding   

Anniversaries  

5 Robert & Susan Soden 

7 Dave & Judy Berggren 

10 Ken & Pati Krauter 

12 
Kregg & Sara Snyder 

Nate & Lorah Weesner 

13 Eldon & Mary Anderson 
Jim & Lisa Wolf 

14 Gene & Julie Sonnenberg 

15 David & Mary Ibe 

16 Ken & Betty McCrory 

17 Sean & Kim Quintrell 

19 John & Karen Phillips 

25 
Richard & Donna Baccari 

Ben & Shery Grosjean 

27 Jeff & Steph Spencer 

28 Michael & Carolyn Aker 

1 Amy Allen 

2 Josh Fern 

3 
Perri Lowenstein 

Jim Mowery 
Peyton Pettigrew 

4 
Amanda Bentley 

Emory Grosjean 

8 
Wesley Hoot 

Isaiah Pettigrew 

9 
Lela Dunn 

Glennie Monroe 

10 Ed Goebel 

11 

David Dankert 

Adrienne Davies 

Dylan Melcher 
Laura Whitworth 

13 Caitlin McCudden 

14 
Victoria Boyd-Devine 

Keontre Hughes 

17 Ben Grosjean 

18 
Thea Jonak 

Benjamin Wietfeldt 

19 
Lee Bauer 

Cheri Seigel 

20 Kariann Jonak 

21 Ava Johnson 

22 Tom Kidd 

23 Sally Marsh 

24 Misty Hughes 

25 Trevor Ehle 

26 Jim Wolf 

28 Glenn Moore 

31 
Joni Tisher 

Joshua Wietfeldt 

Youth Happenings 
 

In August, Sue will be reaching out 

to all youth in 6-12 grade and their 

parents, to discuss plans for the fall.  

We will discuss scheduling, including 

in person or virtual op
ons as well as days and 
mes that 

work for youth to meet.  We will discuss topics, events etc. 

for the coming year as best we can under the current   

circumstances.   

     This will be a great opportunity to check in with youth and 

their families to see how everyone is doing and if there are 

any needs to be met.   
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Church Office Hours: 

Monday-Thursday 

9:00 am — 3:00 pm 

 

After church hours?  

 Leave a message or call  

Pastor Smith at 260-409-6971 

STAFF Office Hours 

Rev. William H. Smith   
prsmith@rlcfw.org 

Monday & Wednesday, 10:30A—5P 

Tues-Sermon prep day: Out of office 

Thursday, 10:30A—3P,  

       Nursing home worship 4P—5P. 

Sunday, all day @ RLC 

Barb Limbach  
aim@rlcfw.org 

Monday - Wednesday,9A-4P 

Thursday, 9A—1P 

Sunday, 7:30 am—1 pm 

Joan Taller 
Jay Heare 
office@rlcfw.org 

Joan: Mon & Thurs, 9am-3pm 

Jay: Tues & Wed,  9am-3pm 

Sue Smith 
youth@rlcfw.org 

Monday & Wednesday, 10am—3 pm 

Sunday, all day @ RLC 

Robin Wessley 
accts@rlcfw.org 

Tuesday 

Kay Humbert 
ced@rlcfw.org 

Mon: 10:15-4:15, Tues: 1:15-3:15 

Wed: 10-2, Thurs: 11:15-3:15 

Sunday mornings 

14318 Lima Road 

Fort Wayne, Indiana  46818 

260-637-5900 

www.rlcfw.org 

Sunday Worship 
Schedule  

While gathering 
restrictions are in place: 
Sunday 8:30 AM at RLC (wear 
facemask) and live-streamed on  

our Facebook page.  
 facebook.com/rlcfw 

Drive-thru communion from  
9:45-10:30A  

 
Normal times 

Sunday 8:30 AM & 10:45 AM 
Worship with Communion   

every Sunday 
Sunday School for all ages  

@ 9:45 AM   September thru May 

Church Council Members and  Ministry Team Leaders  

Pastor—Rev. William H. Smith 

Minister of Word and Service—Barb Limbach 

Council President—Brian Wessley 

Vice President—David Berggren    

Council Secretary—Gretchen Spires 

Financial Secretary—Darlene Lebrecht 

Treasurer—Rob Mundroff 

At Large 1—Sue Shilts 

At Large 2—Evan Bosecker 

Evangelism—Open 

Discipleship  - Team in place 

Social Ministry—Dave & Sherry Avery 

Fellowship—Diann Williams &  

          Julie Sonnenberg 

Property -- Gene Sonnenberg 

Worship & Music—Open 

Youth—Sue Smith 

Education—Kay Humbert 

Days and 
mes listed on this page are when things are normal.  

Things definitely are not normal yet, but we hope they will be soon.  

Contact us at our emails listed below if you need us.  Peace. 


