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Resurrection Report 
 December 2020 

rlcfw.org “To include others as God has included us.” 

To my brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
It's not what we expected 
 
That may the politest way to state the recurring 
theme I hear as people describe 2020. And now 
that we are entering the "holidays", as the world 
calls this time, it is most certainly true. It's not 
what we expected. But as challenging as our 
current circumstances are making everything 
about this season, there is a valuable opportunity 
to see and think about our faith in a different way. 
Advent, what the church calls this time before 
Christmas, it is certainly not what we expected 
this year, nor are all of the gatherings, 
rememberings, or anticipations we attach to it. 
But at the same time, I think there is an 
enormous opportunity for us all as we walk this 
season together in having our expectations 
interrupted. We have the chance to see the truth 
of the story, our faith, and our God in new ways. 
 
Advent is defined as the beginning of something 
new or revolutionary. Advent is a church season 
for remembering, reflecting, and hoping for God’s 
kingdom come and coming. We recall the ancient 
promises and actions of God from of old. We hear 
the anticipation of the people of Jesus’ time, and 
the actions and words of God and God's agents 
like John the Baptist and Mary the mother of 
Jesus. And we hold and ponder the words of the 
prophets and Jesus himself concerning his 
impending return. And the forced perspective of 
our current time has much to give us as people of 
faith as we remember, reflect and hope over a 
part of our story we risk knowing too well.  
 
During Advent we hear about the God of old. But 
this God is an earthy God who feels, reflects, 
regrets, relents, and changes His mind. This same 
God also never abandons, never gives up, never 
settles, and holds to what matters. This same God 
also uses the most unlikely characters: the 
youngest, smallest, liars, cowards, murderers, 
adulterers, stutterers, foreigners, prostitutes, and 

talking donkeys to be 
the heroes of our 
story. It's not what we 
should expect of God’s 
plan and actions, but 
there it is again and 
again. 
 
During Advent we 
hear Jesus’ own words 
about his second 
coming. But the world 
would have us 
remember that they 
are the words of a 
traveling preacher 
from the embarrassing 
hometown of Nazareth in 
the backwater province of Palestine. He never 
held office, had any wealth, pedigree or 
education, nor did he write a single work. He was 
betrayed and crucified by his own people and 
counted a failure. Not what we should expect of 
someone we quote concerning our ultimate hope 
as the savior of the world. But there he is. 
 
During Advent we hear about John the Baptist 
and Jesus’ mother Mary as the prologue to Jesus’ 
own story. But John finds his calling by rejecting 
the expectation to be a priest like his father, and 
ends up beheaded by a queen he publicly insults. 
And Mary, most likely no more than 15 years old, 
bringing shame on her family by being pregnant 
before her marriage. She is a traveler without a 
home when the baby comes, and a political 
refugee in Egypt before the boy is 2 years old. And 
how does Jesus enter the story? Not a as 
conquering warrior like David, or a genius king 
like Solomon, or a mighty prophet like Moses or 
Elijah. Without parade or decree or palaces or 
temples to receive him. There in a dark stable 
Jesus comes as a baby. The way he came was not 
at all what anyone expected. But there it all is. 

Rev. William H. Smith 

(con�nued next page...) 
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In this Advent season, take advantage of opportunity 2020 is presenting us all. Use the unexpectedness 
of the everyday world to see again a story and a season that has become too predictable 
 
There is power in the unexpected 2020 has forced upon us. There is bene!it in the chance see in 
unexpected ways a story and season that runs the risk of being too familiar and predictable. After all, 
it’s a story that didn't happen the way any person involved expected. And that story has power to 
speak to our own story today. Especially during this season that is so steeped in traditions, gatherings, 
and celebrations; so held by the power of memory; so drawn by the excited anticipation for what the 
wrapping paper keeps for the future, we need a story that uses the upheaval of the frustratingly 
unexpected all around us to show us the God who is in it all. There is wonder to be found by those who 
dare to seek God in the absence of our regular gatherings, our interrupted rememberings, and our 
tempered anticipation. And how do I know this? I know this because the point of all these precious 
things has always been to point us toward Emmanuel—God with us. It may not be what we expected, 
but we can expect Emmanuel to be there in unexpected ways. 
 
The Lord be with you. 
 
Pastor William Smith 

T��	C�����	O

���...	
	

will be closed on Thursday & Friday, December 24th & 25th 
for the Christmas holiday and on Thursday, December 31st 

for News Years. 

T�������	R�����	H���������	A�	O
	O������	31��,	2020	
��	R��	M�� ��

	

	
PPP (Payroll Protection Plan) Covid Loan has been FORGIVEN - Loan was for $45.4K 
 
Checking Account (Oper) $51.6K  (8.21 weeks) (without PPP this would be at $6.2K = 1 week) 
Restricted Accounts  $95.9K 
Saving Account (MIF) $8.8K 
 
Income	
Oct Oper Income  $17.0K  62.5% Budget $27.2K / Month (not incl. 5% Mission Support) 
YTD Oper Income  $185K  87.3% Budget $218 K 

Other Income Oct  $1,688 Designated 
    $10,940 Lutheran Foundation Grant for Strategic Planning (80/20 split) 
 
Expenses	
Oct Oper Exp  $25.7K 94.6%  Budget $27.2K / Month 
YTD Oper Exp  $198.6K 91.1%  Budget $218 K 
 
RATIO	
YTD Oper Exp / Oper Income  107.4%  (up from last month of 103.1%) 
Note: Mar-Aug (all was under 100%) 
We are holding spending down – Thanks to Staff & Team Leads 
Currently YTD we are running a de!icit to the 20-21 budget at $3400/ Month 
We are starting 2021-2022 Budget – More challenging due to Covid 19 
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PLEASE	CONSIDER	DROPPING	
OFF	FOOD	IN	THE	BINS	OUTSIDE	

THE	FRONT	DOOR	OF	THE	
CHURCH.	

	
There are some urgent needs 

in our community. 
	

St.	Matthew’s	Foodbank	currently	
needs:	peanut butter, instant potatoes, 

fruit, spaghetti sauce, pork & beans, 
crackers, soups, peas, green beans, corn, 
pasta (of all kinds), eggs, sliced cheese, 

margarine, bread, bologna, hot dogs, and 
toilet tissue.  

Cash donations are appreciated also, but 
right now, food items help the foodbank’s 

older volunteers stay out of grocery 
stores as much as possible.  

 

JUST	NEIGHBORS	(JNIHN)	
CURRENTLY	NEEDS:	

	

toilet paper, hand sanitizer, disinfectant 
spray, bleach, soups, canned fruit, tuna, 

canned pasta (Chef Boyardee type stuff), 
granola bars, fruit snacks, crackers. 

They have enough canned vegetables. 

W������	W���	U�!	
	

As you may have heard, the ELCA has recommended that 
churches close to in-person worship. We are following 
that recommendation for our Sunday morning worship 
services. You can !ind our Facebook live feed here every 
Sunday morning (https://facebook.com/rlcfw) at 9:30 
AM or anytime after. Drive-thru communion is still being 
offered from 10:45 AM to 11:30 AM. 

L������	S����	S��G����	C�����H�	FH�����	

As we anticipated, the Lutheran Social Service Christmas 
Family program looks very different this year. We will not 

be collecting gifts at the church but members can still 
provide Christmas gifts to needy families by purchasing 

items at this site http://www.lssin.org/angel-tree. When 
you go to this site, it will give you 

speci!ic directions and a direct link 
to their Amazon wish list for you to 
purchase Christmas gifts. The gifts 

you purchase will be delivered 
directly to Lutheran Social Services. 
Hopefully next year we can go back 
to our traditional way of Christmas 

giving. If you have questions, 
feel free to call or text me at 

260.417.6876.  

Blessing to All—Margo Grove 

T��I�!	
	

Gathered hands around the table, grateful hearts that 
pause to pray, giving thanks for countless blessings, 
sharing love Thanksgiving Day! 
 
From Mary Graves from St. Matthew’s Food Bank “To 
Resurrection Members - Thanks for all your support for 
our food bank.” 
 
For great is His love toward us, and the faithfulness of the 
LORD endures forever. Praise the Lord. 

Psalm 117:1 (NIV) 
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December	2020	

From	the	Director	of	Christian	Education		

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEARNING TIME: We are continuing to use PADLET to share our Virtual Sunday School 

Stories@Home. Every week a new story is recorded - Godly Play style - with “Wondering” 

Questions. Check it out on our PADLET site: https://padlet.com/ced16/s6azx2dlwlyrw9zo . Families 

may use their new Advent@Home supplies during the Response Time. Please email Ms. Kay if you need 

more supplies or an Advent box. We will have lots of fun activities to prepare our hearts for Jesus! 

 

 

THANK YOU to everyone who helped with our “Christmas Cup of Cheer”. What a great way 

to show our love to our homebound members! 

 

 

Wednesday Wondering is our support group for women of all ages and stages of life. 

If you would like to join the Messenger list to share your joys & concerns, please 

contact Kay on Facebook.  

 

 

 

Here are our upcoming Sunday School Stories: 

 

November 29 Advent I -Be Ready   Mark 13:24-36 SPARK Bible pgs. 346-347 

December 6 Advent II - Holy Family  Mark 1:1-8  SPARK Bible pgs. 234-235 

December 13 Advent III - Shepherds  John 1:6-28  SPARK Bible pgs. 236-239 

December 20 Advent IV – Wise Men/Christmas Luke 1:23-38  SPARK Bible pgs. 196-201 

December 25 Christmas Jesus is Born  Luke 2:1-20  SPARK Bible pgs. 212-217 

December 27 No Sunday School lesson this week 

 

God’s blessings to you and your family as you come closer to Jesus!!  

Merry Christmas! 

  

Kay Humbert 

Director of Christian Education 

ced@rlcfw.org  
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PRAYER	CONCERNS 

If you would like to add someone on the prayer list, please include your name (in case we have  

questions), who is going on the list, what the issue is, and how many weeks you would like them 

on the prayer list. This information is con�idential and will only be used to help us with pasto-

ral care and to maintain the list. You can call the of�ice at 260.637.5900 or send an e-mail to  

of�ice@rlcfw.org. 

T��I�!	

Thanks to Eldon Anderson & Dave Ibe for countless hours of work installing the new wi-!i at the church. 
It’s SO much faster and more reliable! The public network is Uni!i-RLC-Guest and the password is 
allarewelcome! 

 

A big thanks to Margo and Mariel Grove for decorating the church. Way to put us in the Christmas Spirit! 

 

Thanks from the staff to our “Secret Elf” who left us delicious cookies 
from Courtney’s Bakery. YUM! 

Amanda Grahm 
Bev Stonebraker 
Bob Wrobel 
Cory Steffen 
Craig Steffen 
Dean Williams 
Diann Williams 
Eddie Carnahan 
Eric Steffen 
Jack Eing  
Jan Hieber 
Jeff Walker 
Jessie Kidd 
Joe Reynolds 

Joni Tisher 
Joyce Svoboda 
Kathy Wildermuth 
Katie Lawton 
Lee Ann & Dave 
Dolezal  
Lela Dunn 
Mary Claire Haft 
Mike Warburton 
Othal Carnahan 
Ron Knepper 
Ruth Schoeder 
Taylor Relue 
Tim Humbert 

Wilma Hayward 
	
Military	Service: 
Dakota Francis 
Drew Christoffersen 
Jon Popovich 
Matthew Gephart 
 
Homebound: 
Bob & Cheryl Goble 
Dick Jump 
Norma Greener 
Sarajane & Vicki Hill 
Virginia Jonak 

PRAY FOR... 
Parkview Environmental Services staff 

Pastoral Care staff at Lutheran Hospital 

Lord, listen to your children praying. 
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Lunch	Bunch,	Euchre	Group,	&	Dinner	with	Friends+ are NOT meeting in December.	

JOO������	@	RLC	

	

Jazzercise has gone virtual! Now is the time to try out  
Jazzercise in the privacy of your home! The RLC class is 
meeting online on Wednesdays at 6:15 PM. The cost for 
the meeting is the same, but now includes access to the  

Auburn online classes as well! 

Cost is $5 per class for RLC Members who would like to 
try a class & $7 per class thereafter. The monthly cost  
remains $25 per month or a 10 class pass for $50 may 

be purchased. Join anytime! Questions? 

Contact Robin at 260.570.3385 

Resurrection Connection 

B��I	C���	

C�����H�	D�����	Q	
B��I	ER�����	

 

December 2, 2020 at 7 PM 
 

We	will	be	meeting	at	CHURCH!		
	

RSVP to Karen Cook at 260.579.3538 or 
kcook2259@msn.com  

December’s book selection is 
“The Christmas Blessing” by 

Donna Vanliere 

Y����	H��������	
	

On October 31st, our youth went to the Huntertown Haunted Tail and Trick or Treating in the park 
and then had a bon!ire back at church. It was a wonderful, warm evening and we had a great time! The 
high school youth met for 2nd dinner at IHOP one evening to catch up and con!irmation continues to 
meet every other Sunday. We had a middle schooler, 3 youth, and 2 staff members donate scarves, 
hats, gloves, socks, and 1 coat for the Chase the Chill event downtown. We donated over 60 items! 
Youth group and con!irmation will move fully online for the time being.  
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O��	C������	S�� ����	T��I	Y��!	

I had to send one College Care Package out early to get there before !inals and I received a text 
message saying; “thank you, much needed and much appreciated!” Thank you Resurrection for always 
caring for our members at all stages and ages!  

E������	Y����	A ����	(EYA)	N�T�	
	

Resurrections’ EYA group had their !irst Dinner and Chill: Zoom Edition and it was a huge success! We 
had fourteen young adults and 10 children join together on Zoom to have dinner and catch up. The 
children were just as excited to see each other as the rest of us were. We will be having another Dinner 
and Chill: Zoom Edition on December 10th at 6:30 PM for our young adults and because that falls 
during most of our college students’ !inals week we are going to have a Dinner and Chill: Zoom Edition 
for college students on December 17th at 7 PM. You can come and go as needed and our grant money 
covers your dinner! Simply pick up dinner or have it delivered so that we can eat on Zoom together 
while we catch up and then send Sue your receipt for reimbursement.  
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T��I�	Q	C������������	
 
Thanks to Dave Exner for 20 years of music ministry here at Resurrection! Your gifts 
have been a blessing to this church! You have encouraged us to try new things, sung 
beautiful songs, arranged special music, and raised the level of our music worship! 
Thanks, Peace, and Blessings! 
 
Thanks to John Westrem for 10 years of playing the organ and being on the worship 
team! You have brought a new perspective to what we do on Sunday mornings, given us 
challenges in our worship experience, and put tons of time and effort into your playing 
to make it the best it can be. Thank you so much! 
 
 
Ministry	story	
Election day 2020. No matter how you felt about the election or who you voted for it 
made me feel good that Resurrection was able to be a polling place so that people were 
able to cast their ballot. I also appreciated all the volunteers that helped keep traf!ic 
!lowing and helped put up caution tape and take it down at the end of the day. It is 
always a lot of work to host events like this but I hope you are happy that we do these 
outreaches into our community. But what was really special about this election was that 
one of the volunteers was not even a member! He was worshiping with us on the 
Sunday it was announced that we still need volunteers. Not only did he volunteer, he 
took the worst job which was the 4:45 AM shift to open up and then the parking shift 
after that. Since he had never done it before he also came the night before to get his 
instructions. What a blessing to us, the voters, and the community! 
 
Worship	update	
We have decided to suspend in person worship for the rest of the year. Please watch for 
e-mail updates, posts on Facebook, and web page updates for the latest information! 
 
Christmas	Eve	worship	
No matter what there will be Facebook postings of worship on Christmas Eve at: 
 
6 PM for a children’s/barn service 
9 PM traditional service 
11:15 for the contemplative service 

B��’�	O� ������	A���G�����	

December 7th is the 17th anniversary of Barb’s ordination. Congratulations, Barb! 
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C�����H�	EG�	W������	
 
In these very unusual times our worship team is doing its best to make Christmas Eve 
worship opportunities as safe and normal as possible for everyone. As I write this, our 
plan is to hold in-person options for both the 6 PM barn service and the 9 PM traditional 
candlelight service. Changes in the services are to best provide for the well-being of all 
those gathering. The 11:15 PM contemplative service will be pre-recorded and available 
for you to stream at home. 
 
In-Person	Worship	Options	
We are asking people interested in worshiping in person to let us know by signing up by 
following this link for the 6 PM barn worship (https://bit.ly/3q3c98L) or this link for 
the 9 PM service (https://bit.ly/2HBtsMJ), or by calling or e-mailing the church of!ice - 
(of!ice@rlcfw.org | 260.637.5900). We want as accurate a number as possible for our 
preparations of our worship spaces. Also, we want to be able to give extra notice to 
those people if and when our plans need to change. 
 
Virtual	Worship	Options	
In addition, we will be providing virtual options for all of our worship services. 
Individual candles will be available outside the main entrance for people planning to 
worship from home so that they may join in bearing the light come into the darkness of 
the world while we sing Silent Night.  
 
Creative	Adaptations	
Please keep an eye out for any changes that come in our Christmas Eve plans. We are 
committed to !inding creative adaptations to the time in which we !ind ourselves. Even if 
we must forgo in-person worship there will be alternatives offered for us to celebrate 
Emmanuel together.  
 
God’s peace, Advent’s joyful hope, and the Light of Christ meet you as we continue being 
church together at Resurrection for good of all. 
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S���	A���� 	T��	W��� 	
 
 Dedt	Moroz,	Russia	

 According to legend, a woman had two stepdaughters – one wicked, the other 
nice. One day, she threw the kind girl out into the cold. But soon, Dedt Moroz, or 
Father Ice, appeared on his sleigh. He was so impressed with the girl’s kindness 
that he gave her diamonds. When the stepmother heard of this, she threw the 
other girl out, too. But Dedt Moroz didn’t like her and quickly turned her into ice. 
Like Santa, Dedt Moroz brings presents to children. Unlike Santa, he brings them 
to New Year’s parties.  

 Mikulás,	Hungary	
 If you’re bad in Hungary, you might !ind only a wooden spoon waiting for you on 
Christmas morning. The country’s version of Saint Nicholas is known as Mikulás. 
Children leave a boot on their windowsill in the hope that Mikulás will !ill it with 
treats. “Good” children receive fruits, candies and toys. But “bad” kids can expect 
nothing more than a spoon or a willow-switch left by a mischievous elf.  

 Papai	Noel,	Brazil	
 Because Brazil is on the other side of the equator, Christmas comes in the middle 
of summer. That’s why Santa – Papai Noel – shows up from his home in Greenland 
wearing an out!it made of silk. Before going to bed on Christmas Eve, children set 
out their shoes. And in the morning, they !ind them !illed with small gifts. They 
also look for presents hidden around the house. 

 Hoteiosho,	Japan	
Like Santa, he’s an old man who carries a big sack over his back. But, unlike Santa, 
he’s got eyes in the back of his head and he uses them to know when children are 
naughty or nice. 

 Julenisse,	Norway	
Based on the German legend of St. Nicholas, the Norwegian Julenisse is the patron 
saint of children and seamen. Julenisse was known for his kindness toward 
children, and on Christmas Eve kids leave a bowl of porridge out for him to eat. 
During the night, he hides presents throughout the house. 

 Père	Noël,	France	
Like his American counterpart, he gives presents to 
children who behaved during the year. His sidekick is Pre 
Fouettard, who helps keep track of who’s been naughty 
and who’s been nice.  

 Noel	Baba,	Turkey	
According to legend, a shopkeeper was too poor to supply 
his daughters with dowries. When Noel Baba (Saint 
Nicholas) heard of their plight, he threw three bags of 
coins into the shopkeeper’s yard, saving the daughters 
from a life of ill repute.  
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December  

Birthdays  

1 Rob Mundroff 

2 
Linda Christofferson 
Marge Van Gundy 

5 Anne Rogers 

6 
Michael Brett 
Todd Meyers 

7 Jenny Jones 

8 
Milo Allen 
Bob Cook 
Dawn Holman 

9 
Molly Amstutz 
Lee Humbert 
Brenda Mundroff 
Judy Weidner 

12 
Cy Bentley 
Shery Grosjean 

13 Liam Tallent 

14 Brian Wessley 

1 Donald & Alicia Ripplinger - 3 

18 Dan & Carol Heingartner 

21 Frank & Pam Hoose - 24 

23 Tom & Jessie Kidd - 53 

16 
Zach Braun 
Jim Buchmeier 
Sadie Lowenstein 
Tracy White-Exner 

18 
Charles Johnson 
Payton Johnson 

19 
Carolyn Aker 
Nathaniel Johnson 
John Mundroff 

20 
Kandice Jonak 
Becky Moore 

21 
Jennifer Braun 
Lynn Dennis 

22 Cindy Dankert 

27 
Gage Hoose-Patton 
Masey Lowenstein 
Lorenzo Manquero 
Bob Walker 

28 Skylar Neff 

31 
Starr Barnett 
Cheryl Walker 

December   

Anniversaries  
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Church Office Hours: 

Monday - Thursday 

9 AM - 3 PM 

 

After church hours?  

 Leave a message or call  

Pastor Smith at 260.409.6971 

STAFF Office Hours 

Rev. William H. Smith  
prsmith@rlcfw.org 

Monday | Wednesday: 10:30 AM - 5 PM 

Tues - Sermon prep day: Out of office 

Thursday: 10:30 AM - 3 PM,  

-+ Nursing home worship - 4 PM - 5 PM 

Sunday, all day @ RLC 

Barb Limbach  
aim@rlcfw.org 

Monday - Wednesday: 9 AM - 4 PM 

Thursday: 9 AM - 1 PM 

Sunday: 7:30 AM - 1 PM 

Jay Heare 
office@rlcfw.org 

Jay: Tues & Wed, 9 AM - 3 PM 

Sue Smith 
youth@rlcfw.org 

Monday | Wednesday: 10 AM - 3 PM 

Sunday, all day @ RLC 

Robin Wessley 
accts@rlcfw.org 

Tuesday 

Kay Humbert 
ced@rlcfw.org 

Mon: 10:15 AM - 4:15 PM 

Tues: 1:15 PM - 3:15 PM 

Wed: 10 AM - 2 PM 

Thurs: 11:15 AM - 3:15 PM 

Sunday mornings at RLC 

14318 Lima Road 

Fort Wayne, Indiana 46818 

260.637.5900 

www.rlcfw.org 

Sunday Worship 
Schedule  

While gathering 
restrictions are in place: 
Sunday 9:30 AM at RLC (wear 
facemask) and live-streamed on 

our Facebook page.  
 facebook.com/rlcfw 

Drive-thru communion from  
10:45 AM - 11:30 AM  

 
Normal times 

Sunday 8:30 AM & 10:45 AM 
Worship with Communion  

every Sunday 
Sunday School for all ages  

@ 9:45 AM September thru May 

Church Council Members and Ministry Team Leaders  

Pastor - Rev. William H. Smith 

Minister of Word and Service - Barb Limbach 

Council President - Brian Wessley 

Vice President - David Berggren 

Council Secretary - Gretchen Spires 

Financial Secretary - Darlene Lebrecht 

Treasurer - Rob Mundroff 

At Large 1 - Sue Shilts 

At Large 2 - Evan Bosecker 

Evangelism - Open 

Discipleship - Team in place 

Social Ministry - Dave & Sherry Avery 

Fellowship - Diann Williams & Julie Sonnenberg 

Property - Gene Sonnenberg 

Worship & Music - Open 

Youth - Sue Smith 

Education - Kay Humbert 

Days and times listed on this page are when things are normal. 
Things de!initely are not normal yet, but we hope they will be 
soon. Contact us at our emails listed below if you need us. Peace. 


